Subject: Minutes of Bicycle Advisory Committee

Date: July 10, 2002

Meeting opened 7:40 PM

Present: Joel Parks, Bob Sawyer, Ray Ruetenik, Charles Schwerin

Minutes of June meeting approved.

1. Youth Biking Issues -- Joel will put together a draft of a program for youth for approval at the August meeting, for participation in the Fall Recreation Department program. A question Joel raised concerns what to do about participants who are not qualified because of missing a session, for example; it was agreed that this is to be expected, and that qualification would have to be done other ways, such as by personal help. The program would be geared to one session per month. To staff the effort would require significant participation of parents.

2. Concord Road parking area -- A message from Jean to Ray was reported that Nat Brown's Rotary group is ready to start work on the project and is awaiting an OK from the Board of Selectmen to go ahead. Issues concerning traffic safety at Concord Rd. in that area for bikers and concerns by Bob Fagan and Mike Seibert re removal of trees were then discussed.

3. West Bikeway -- Ray reported on the inspection tour done by Bob Evans, Bob Sawyer and himself. The minimum width of the level part of the bed was found to be about 10 feet, which is may be sufficient to allow greenbelts on each side and a significant remainder for a bike path. Bob Sawyer reported that grading with a road-type scraper and removal of some stones should put the path in reasonable condition for the time being. Discussion then centered on the condition of the "sandy areas". Such work could significantly improve the path for biking until such time that the surface could be further improved.

4. Depot Park -- The status of the MHD on the contract for the park was discussed. So far, a start date has not been announced by MHD. No further resolution of the configuration of the bike path was done.

5. NGRT -- tabled until fall.

6. Bridge Street Path -- Ray reported that further progress on the conservation issues awaits meeting with Elizabeth Bagdonis. He would like to put together a strawman conservation plan but would like to obtain an example of a similar one. Bob reported that he has observed a growing use of the Bridge Street path by bikers in his travel there.

7. DPW items -- Joel will talk to Warrington.

8. Bike parking ATM article -- Joel will work on this. Joanna Nickerson reported to Joel in mid June that the OK on the ATM article had not yet been received from the State.

9. Sidewalk passability -- No action.

10. Web site (new business) -- Joel discussed with Joanna Nickerson how the BAC could make inputs to the Town website for biking purposes. He was told that no policy has been made that would allow non-Town employees to make such entries, and that she would discuss the  matter with Rick Reed. No answer has been received yet. Joel expects that it may become necessary for the Friends to have a site that could be linked to the Town site, as Harvey Bingham has done in Lexington. Joel will explore that possibility.

Next meeting to be August 14, 7:30 pm. Meeting ended at 8:58 pm.

Subject: Minutes of Bedford Friends of the Minuteman Bikeway meeting.

Time: 9:00 pm.

Minutes of the June meeting approved, except for the noted absence of any recording of the bike chorale.

1. July Fourth Festival -- The bike corral was believed to be a great success, again, lending, as was noted, a distinct contribution to the activity. Joel suggested the construction of a shelf at the corral gate for holding the ticketing items. Joel also suggested that it would further promote biking to make all the material, including signs, bike transportable.

2. Bedford bike tour a la Arlington -- Tabled until Bob Evans is present for discussion of his proposed route in Bedford.

3. Bedford Day -- Joel will send in our application for a place for a table.
Meeting adjourned at 9:25 pm.







